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SNOB Browser Installation Introduction

Introduction

There are a number of browsers available which allow users to view
SNOMED CT content without the need of a clinical application. This guide
covers the installation of the SNOB browser and how to update the data when
new versions of SNOMED CT are released.

A new version of the core SNOMED CT data is released every six months in
January and July and a new version of the UK Edition of SNOMED CT every
six months in April and October each year. You are advised to obtain a new
version of the SNOMED CT data when there is a new release to ensure you
have the most up to date content.
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SNOB Browser Installation

The SNOB Application

The SNOB Application

Before you are able to view the SNOMED CT data you must install the SNOB

browser application that will enable you to view it. To install the browser carry
out the following steps:

Option to
download

[—

» Go to the SNOB website download screen to download the
application. It can be found at:

http://snob.eggbird.eu/download.html

A screen similar to the following will appear:

(= SNOB - A SNOMED CT Browser - Download - Windows Internet Explorer provided by NHS Connecting For Health

Fle Edt View Favorkes Tooks Help

¢ @F |55+ ) SNOE - ASNOMED CTEr.. & SNOMED Clincal Terms — HH. .

eggbird
soft

i SNOB - A SNOMED Browser
=

Download

eggbird
Introduction

Download You can download your copy of SNOB below. No installation is needed. just unzip the
st

contents of the zip file anywhere on your hard disk or place it on your desktop for easy

_stopwords
- metamodel
on

Download SNOB 3 11.00 (<500KB)
What's new in this version

Sef
SHo!

S
Vaors T T s-sé-sasemerats T 30 June 2010° 2891
FAQ For details, see Statistics

TCM
External links

Remember to aiso download the list of stopwords and the lexica
SNOB Wik

When English is your native language, read why a lexicon might be useful

More downloads

SNOB Server (a SNOMED Terminology Server’
SMOMED CT - Test and Compliance Model
Meta Model (machine readable concept model)

®eggbird, 2010

» To give you more control, right click on the download (in the
above example it is SNOB 3.11.00) and choose Save Target
As. Save the file into the following directory:

D:\Apps\SNOB

You will need to create the above directory. It is possible to
save the file to a different location, however, for the purposes
of this guide we will be using the above directory. If you
choose to change this to an alternative location please
remember to amend any references to the above directory.

» Once the file (SNOB.zip) has been saved you need to extract

the contents of the file to this directory. Depending which

application you use if you right click on the file a menu similar
to the following will appear:
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SNOB Browser Installation

The SNOB Application

Extract here \(

open
Explore
Browse wWith Paint Shop Pro 7

B Extract Here
Gy

W Tartaisesy

K Scan Far threats.,.,
Open With
Send To

Cuk
Copy

Create Shortout
Delete
Rename

Properties

In the above example you would select Extract Here to extract
the files to the directory.

Once the files have been extracted the installation of the SNOB application is

complete, however, it will not contain any SNOMED CT data.

SNOB Desktop Shortcut

If you wish to put a shortcut to SNOB on your desktop do the following:

» From within the SNOB directory, in this case D:\Apps\SNOB,
right click on the file SNOB.exe and a select Create

shortcut.

» This will create a shortcut to SNOB within that folder. To put
that shortcut on the desktop simply drag and drop it onto your

desktop.
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SNOMED CT Data

In order to get the latest version of the SNOMED CT data you will need to
register on the Terminology Reference Data Update Distribution Service
(TRUD).

Please note that registration is not instant and can take up to 24 hours
to complete.

The TRUD site can be found at:

https://www.uktcreqistration.nss.cfh.nhs.uk/trud/

If you encounter any problems on this site there is online help available, plus
a list of FAQ’s. If you are still unable to resolve your problem you can contact
the Data Standards Help desk by emailing:

datastandards@nhs.net

Downloading SNOMED CT Data

Once you have registered on TRUD you will need to download the latest
international core SNOMED CT data and the relevant SNOMED CT bi annual
UK extension release for example the July core data and the October UK
data. You need to download the core SNOMED CT data first and then the
UK extension. The file names will be similar to the following depending on the
year and month:

ihtsdo_snomed_6.0.0_20100201000001.zip — international version
nhs_snomed_10.0.0_20101001000001.zip — UK version

They will be found in the following directories:

IHTSDO\7.0.00IHTSDO_SNOMED (international data)
10.0.0\NHS_SNOMED (UK data)

If you require the UK drug extension data as well, you need to download the
relevant four weekly releases. Details of which release is relevant to your
SNOMED CT data can be found in the read me file in the 10.0.0 directory.

Download the files into the following directories:

D:\Apps\SNOB\SNOMEDCT_JULY2010
D:\Apps\SNOB\SNOMEDCT_OCT2010

The above directories would be relevant to the July 2010 International release
and the October 2010 UK release. The directory names should reflect the
release dates to make it clear which releases you are working with.

Once the files have been downloaded extract the contents of the files into the
relevant directories. This may take a few minutes as the files are quite large.
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SNOMED CT Data in SNOB

Once the files have been downloaded they need to be added into SNOB for
you to browse them. You need to add the International ones first and then
the UK ones. In order to do this, open SNOB and a screen similar to the
following will appear:

SMNOB could nat find its configuration file, o we shall assume this is the first time you stated SNOB on this machine (or at least in this
directary). When pou press the SETUP! button below, SMOB will scan your machine and by ta find the files it needs to build a database.
If SHOE finds the wrona files, enter the comect ones in the boxes after the scan. Or. omit the scan and point SNOE to the files manually.

Setup!

Data directary
SHOB stores its database in a data directory. By default this will be a 'data’ subdirectary below SNOB's hame directory.
|DrhippshSNOBdata

SMOMED CT Release Files (Original Tabular or Enhanced Release Format]

SNOB imports the standard SMOMED CT Tabular Release files to build ity own databasze. Check the IHTSD0 website
[hitp: /v ihtsdo. org), or your Mational Release Centre, to get access to these files.

Ll

Stopwords

After the databaze is built, it must be indexed before you can search for concepts. Words like the' or 'with' appear too often ta be useful
in searching, A stopword file tells SNOB which words should not be indexed.
A, file with likely English stopwords may be downloaded from hittp:#/snob.egabird eu, or pou can make your own.

3

Concept Model

Optionally, SNOEB loads a machine readable Concept Model [metamaodel). listing “allowable’ relationships. [t can be used to identify any
"not allowed' relationships in loaded SMOMED CT content, and to diive the Postcoordination tool [F3).

A machine readable Concept Model [metamodel) can be downloaded from hitp://shob.egabird. eu.

3

Database
-

Diatabase name:

Close

Do not change anything on this screen as we are going to set up our own
SNOMED CT databases for SNOB to use.

Click on the Close button at the bottom left of the screen and the screen will
change to something similar to the following:

EEEJTTIT {7
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SNOB Browser Installation

SNOMED CT Database in SNOB

You need to import the international release first, followed by the UK release.

To create a database for the international July 2010 release do the following:

>

From the menu choose File, New and a screen similar to the

following will appear:

Save As @E‘

Savein | () data ﬂ & E-
| ,:a] user.db
My Recent
Documents
?_.%
Desklop

ty Documents

58

My Computer
041324:5P
9
My Metwaork File name. | j Save
Places
Save as type: |5NEIMED Database j Cancel

>

>

Import...

Files

concepts:
descriptions:

relationships:
I subssts:

¥ mapsets:

Crossmaps:

Source directory: | B Se 0w
IV Collect source Files recursively from sub-directories

subset members: |SNOMEDCT70CT201D'\nhs;numedilﬂ‘D.072010IDD1DDDDDI\SnUmedCTfGB1000000720101DDI\Otheer

crossmapkargets: |SNOMEDCT_OCTZDID\nhs_snomed_lﬂ‘D.0_2010IDD1DDDDDI\SnomedCT_GB1000000_20101DDI\Crossl\'j

[V start indexing after import has finished

In the File name box enter a suitable name. In this case we
are going to call ours SNOMEDCT _JULY2010 to reflect the
fact that it is the July release of the SNOMED CT data.

Click on Save and a screen similar to the following will appear:

3

SNOMED CT Data in SNOB

[ Use Release Farmat 2 when available

[SomEDCT_OCT20104hs _snomed_L0,0,0_2010100100000115nomedCT_GELOD0000_20101001|Termin_~ |
|SMOMEDCT_OCT2010nhs _snomed _L0.0.0_20101001000001}SnomedCT_GB1000000_20101001}Termin v |

Browse to the
international
release directory

[SmoMEDCT_0CT20104hs _snomed_10,0.0_201010010000015nomeddT_G51000000_20101001|Termin_~ |
-

[SmoMEDCT_0CT20104hs _snomed_10.0.0_201010010000015nomeddCT_G51000000_20101001}0therf ~ |

|SNOMEDCT70CT201 Onhs_snomed_10.0.0_20101001000001}SnomedCT_GE1000000_20101 DDI\CrUssI\'j

|SMOMEDCT_0CT2010\nhs _snomed_L0,0.0_20101001000001}SnomedCT_GB1000000_20101001\Crosst v |

| Make sure this
option is checked

TIPS | SNOE data SHOMEDCT _OCT2010.log

» Browse to the international release directory, in our case
D:\Apps\SNOB\SNOMEDCT_JULY2010, by clicking on the

browse button as show above.
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SNOB Browser Installation SNOMED CT Data in SNOB

>

Make sure the Start indexing after import has finished
check box is ticked and then click on Start to start importing
the data. The import and indexing may take several minutes
so please allow this to run. As it works your screen will be
similar to the following:

|k | R A XY
=]
|« S i — -

e

>

When it has completed the following message will appear:

SNOMED Browser X

\:f) Could not find stopwords, bt File, do you want to continue?
-

The lacation of the stopwards file can be set under
Options-3ettings-Advanced, If wou don't have a stopwords,kxt

file, vou can download one From http:/fsnob.eggbird . eu

of just continue and a stopwords,txt file will be created automatically,

w o |

Click on Yes to automatically create a stopwords file. The

system will generate a list and the screen will be similar to the
following:

5]
Estimated time to go: 00:01:17  Elapsed time: 00:00:04
Consider adding to stopwords Current stopwords
administrative 100 =TS
and 600 ¥
area 500
athletics 100
care 200
Classified 100
collision 100
construction 100
disease 100
driver 100
drug 100
due 100
elsewhere 100
Farm 100
For 300
From 100
health 200 B
highway: 100
home 200
industrial 100
institution 200
language 100
lewvel 100
mental 100
nec 200
non 100
nontraffic 100
nos 100
not. 200 -
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SNOB Browser Installation SNOMED CT Data in SNOB

The above may take a few minutes to complete. Once it has
completed the list it will disappear and take you back to the
main screen which will be similar to the following:

ERETT o

You then need to import the UK release of the data, in this case the October
2010 release, so that you have both versions installed. The process is the
same as for the international release.

To create a database for the October 2010 release do the following:

» From the menu choose File, New and a screen similar to the
following will appear:

Save As Elg‘

Save in: | 1 data ﬂ & E-
2. %) user.db
My Recent
Documents
G
Desklop
ty Documents
My Computer
041324-=P
My Network File name; | j Save
Places
Save as type: |5NEIMED Databasze j Cancel

> In the File name box enter a suitable name. In this case we
are going to call ours SNOMEDCT_OCT2010 to reflect the fact
that it is the October release of the SNOMED CT data.

» Click on Save and a screen similar to the following will appear:
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SNOB Browser Installation SNOMED CT Data in SNOB

Import...

Files

Source direckory:

Iv Collect source Files recursively from sub-directoriss
[ Use Release Farmat 2 when available

concepts: |SNOMEDCT_OCTZDID\nhs_snnmed_ll]‘EI.IZI_ZIZIlIZIlIZIEI1DDDDDI\SnnmedCT_GBlDDDDDD_ZDlDlDDl\Term\nj

descriptions: |SNOMEDCT_OCTZDID\nhs_snumad_lﬂ‘D.0_2010IDD1DDDDDI\SnUmEdCT_GBIDDDDDD_ZDIU1001\Term\nj

relationships: |SNOMEDCT?OCTZDID\nhs,snomadflo‘0.0720101001000001\Sn0medCT,GBIDDDDDD,ZDIUIDDI'LTerm\nj
O

W subsets: |SNOMEDCT70CT201D\nhsfsnomadilﬂ‘D.072010IDD1DDDDDI\SHDmedCTiGB100000072010IDDIIOtheer

subset members: |SNOMEDCT70CT201 Onhs_snomed_10,0.0_2010100100000115nomedCT_GE1000000_20101 DDI\Otheer

W mapsets: |SNOMEDCT?OCTZDID\nhs,snomadflo‘0.0720101001000001\Sn0medCT,GBIDDDDDD,ZDIUIDDI'LCrossI\'j
crossmaptargets: |SNOMEDCT_OCTZDID'\nhs_snumed_lﬂ‘D.0_2010IDD1DDDDDI\SnUmedCT_GB1000000_20101DDI\CrUssI\'j

Crossmaps: |SNOMEDCT_0CT201 Onhs_snomed_10.0.0_20101001000001}SnomedCT_GE1000000_20101 DDI\CrUssI\'j

[V start indexing after import has finished
TApps SNOB datal SMOMEDCT_OCT2010,/0g

<

After Tmpors,

Close

» Browse to the UK release directory,

our

| | Make sure this

option is checked

case

D:\Apps\SNOB\SNOMEDCT_0OCT2010, by clicking on the
browse button as show above.

Make sure the Start indexing after import has finished
check box is ticked and then click on Start to start importing
the data. The import and indexing may take several minutes

so please allow this to run. As it works your screen will be
similar to the following:
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SNOB Browser Installation SNOMED CT Data in SNOB

» When it has completed the following message will appear:

SNOMED Browser X

9P Could not find stopwords, bt File, do you want to continue?
\..‘:r/

The location of the stopwords file can be set under
Options-3ettings-Advanced, If wou don't have a stopwords,kxt

file, vou can download one From http:/fsnob.eggbird . eu

ot just continue and a stopwords. bt file will be created automatically,

» Click on Yes to automatically create a stopwords file. The
system will generate a list and the screen will be similar to the

following:

Indexing... &l

Estimated time to go: 00:01:17  Elapsed time: 0:00:04

Consider adding to stopwords Current stopwords

administrative 100 A aen

and B00x 1

area S00x

athletics 100

care 200

Classified 100

colision 100

construction 100

disease 100

driver 100

drug 100

due 100

elsewhere 100

Farm 100

for 300

from 100

health 200 )

highweay 100

home 200

industrial 100

institution 200

language 100

level 100

mental 100

nec 200

non 100

nontraffic 100

nos 100

niok 200 -

The above may take a few minutes to complete. Once it has
completed the list it will disappear and take you back to the
main screen which will be similar to the following:

EFE[TT

The SNOMED CT data is now ready for you to browse using
the SNOB browser. For help on using the SNOB browser
please refer to the online help found at:
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SNOB Browser Installation SNOMED CT Data in SNOB

http://snob.eqggbird.eu/

It is also possible to create your own stopwords file. More
information on how to do this can be found on the SNOB
website:

http://snob.eqggbird.eu/downloads/stopwords.html

Reclaiming Space

Once the data has been successfully imported into SNOB it is good practice
to delete the files that are no longer required as they are quite large and take
up considerable space on your hard drive.

In this case you can delete the directories:

D:\Apps\SNOB\SNOMEDCT_JULY2010
D:\Apps\SNOB\SNOMEDCT_OCT2010
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Updating SNOMED CT Data

As SNOMED CT gets updated every six months both nationally and in the UK
it will be necessary to update the SNOMED CT data within the SNOB
browser. This should be done after each update of the UK release so that the
relevant international release can be imported at the same time. The process
is almost identical to the above but using new directory names and new
names for the database files that SNOB builds from it. For example to
download the files for the January 2011 release:

» Create a directory:
D:\App\SNOB\SNOMEDCT_JAN2011

» Go to TRUD and download the relevant files into the above
directory and extract the contents of the files into that directory.

» Open SNOB and from the menu choose File, New and name
the database SNOMEDCT_JAN2011 and click on Save.

» Update the system as described previously.

» Repeat these steps for the April 2011 UK release of SNOMED
CT.

By creating the different databases for the different versions of SNOMED CT
you are able to go back to different versions within SNOB by opening the
relevant database. In the example below there are several different versions
of SNOMED CT available to use:

Open Ej@
Look in: | ) Data ﬂ cf E-
N ,ﬂ snomed3.db
|_\ﬁ %] smomeD-2002-58-UK. db
My Recent | [%] SNOMED_2008aCUD.db
Documents %) smoMED_z008bCUD.db
fi %] snomED_2009acUD db
%) smoMED_z009bCUD.db
Desklop (%] user.db
My Documents
-
“
by Computer
041824-#P
) |
My Metwark. File name: [ =l Open
Flaces
Files of type: |SNDMED D atabase ﬂ Cancel

To use any of these from within SNOB choose File, Open and select the
version of SNOMED CT you wish to work with.
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Updating SNOB

Within the NHS

Because of the NHS firewall, SNOB can’t check for updates of SNOB itself.
There are intermittent releases of SNOB, so it is worth checking the website
regularly for new releases. Any new releases can be installed as instructed
on page 4 of this guide except you extract the new release into exactly the
same directory as your original SNOB installation, in this case
D:\Apps\SNOB, overwriting any existing files it asks you about.

You don’'t normally need to run a new SNOMED CT import unless the

underlying database format has been changed, but this will be made clear by
the update.

Outside the NHS

Any installations of SNOB outside of the NHS, that aren’t locked down by
firewalls, will automatically check the SNOB website for updates to SNOB and
inform the user that an update is available. As above any new releases can
be installed as instructed on page 4 of this guide except you extract the new
release into exactly the same directory as your original SNOB installation, in
this case D:\Apps\SNOB, overwriting any existing files it asks you about.

You don’'t normally need to run a new SNOMED CT import unless the
underlying database format has been changed, but this will be made clear by
the update.
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